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A MEMOIR, 

fyc.  fyc. 


TO  THE 

RIGHT  HON.  SIR  JOSEPH  BANKS, 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


SIR, 

AlS  I by  no  means  have  in  view  to  be  guilty  of  imperti- 
nence, and  should  scorn  to  be  culpable  of  insincerity,  it  is 
not  necessary  for  me  to  state  my  reasons  for  making  this 
address,  much  less  to  ask  your  pardon  for  having  brought 
your  name  before  the  public. 

There  is  an  old  adage,  “ Quot  homines , tot  animi ,” 
a saying,  of  which  daily  experience  evidences  the  truth. 
Thus,  many  a person  who  enjoys  the  most  ample  blessings 
of  fortune,  often  possesses  a heart  cold,  and  narrow,  with  a 
soul  callous,  ancl  insensible  to  the  feelings  of  human  woe  ; 
whilst  others,  with  less  amplitude  of  means,  entertain  the 
most  expanded  and  noble  sentiments  ; and  when  they  have 
not  been  able  to  do  a good  action,  have  exclaimed,  like 
Titus,  “ 1 have  lost  a clay.”  Some  there  are,  even  Princes, 
who  with  the  best  example  (as  we  have  been  told)  before 
their  eyes,  follow  not  the  precepts  of  their  royal  parents,  but 
follow,  too  much,  the  devices  and  desires  of  their  own 
depraved  nature.  Others  there  are,  who  in  the  vain  conceit 
of  their  own  imaginations,  and  the  .flattery  of  their  friends, 
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and  dependants,  are  absorbed  in  the  admiration  of  what 
they  cannot  understand  ; for,  as  the  works  of  Providence 
are  wonderful,  so  are  tliev  incomprehensible ; and  it  is  not 
every  little  mind , which  by  mere  industry,  and  half-witted 
experiments,  can  fathom  the  depth  of  divine  ordination. 

Birds,  animals  and  insects,  delight  some  persons.  The 
facetious  Dr.  Walcot  (alias  Peter  Pindar)  relates  a humour- 
ous anecdote  of  an  infatuated  baronet,  who,  in  the  ardent 
pursuit  of  a large,  and  beautiful  butterliy,  which  he  was 
anxious  to  catch,  vociferated,  “ stop  him,  stop  hini ; see , 
there  lie  (joes  ; the  Emperor  of  Morocco  /”  If  I mistake 
not,  the  same  jocular  writer  has  stated,  as  a fact,  that  a man 
of  rank,  much  spoken  of  as  an  able  and  arch-naturalist, 
boiled  ajlea,  in  order  to  ascertain,  upon  scientific  principles, 
its  assimilitude  to  the  sanguinary  colour  of  the  lobster.  But, 
Pope  observes — 

“ The  noblest  study  of  mankind  is  Man 

Yet,  were  man  to  study  his  fellow-creature,  the  study  would 
be  too  often  impeded  by  the  impulse  of  nature ; for 

“ Naturam  expellas  Jure  A,  tamen  usque  recurret” 

By  what  means  you  attained  the  chair  of  that  dis- 
tinguished Society,  over  which  you  have  so  long  presided, 
is  not  a point  of  consequence  to  inquire,  because  the  saga- 
city of  your  mind,  your  peculiar  and  impartial  conduct,  have 
already  been  remarked  upon  by  a Horsley , and  other  emi- 
nent persons,  and  have  been  laid  before  the  public,  in  an 
excellent  narrative  published  some  years  since,  by  a very 
intelligent  and  judicious  writer. 

This  draws  to  my  recollection  a dialogue  which  once 
passed  between  some  parties,  respecting  a certain  character, 
conspicuous  in  public  name  (I  do  not  mention  the  Presi- 
dent of  any  Society)  whether  he  was  not  an  excellent 
Astronomer?  to  which  it  was  replied,  “ He  may  know  the 
names  of  the  stars."  He  surely  is  a great  Naturalist  ? 
“ There  are  many  who  have  been  lost  in  the  profundity 
of  self-opinion  : God  created  Man , but  Man  knows  not 
how  his  Creator  came.  Unquestionably  he  is  a great 
Chemist  ? “ There  may  be  some  few  who  think  so  ; a 

trite  adage  says — 

“ Nomiullis  par,  sed  plurimis  impar.” 


A MEMOIR. 


5 


At  length,  the  panegyrist  of  this  wonderful  man 
exclaimed,  “ Well,  all  must  admit  he  is  a very  eminent 

Botanist,  and  I apply  to  Dr.  S for  his  opinion;”  “Yes,” 

observed  the  doctor,  “ there  is  a conceit  among  old  women , 
that  he  has  a smattering  of  botany. 


But,  not  to  take  up  too  much  of  your  precious  time,  so 
materially  ingrossed  upon  divers  important  subjects,  and 
probably,  even  at  this  time  by  royal  mandate,  occupied  with 
“ the  dogs  of  the  northern  hemisphere,"*  i.  e.  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  their  species,  as  differing  from  the  beasts  of 
Otaheite,  L will  at  once  lay  before  you,  the  Skeleton  of 
“ a yr  at  Man,  with  a little  mind,"  which  appears  to  me 
to  he  a kind  of  lusus  naturae,  and  well  deserving  attention, 
how  ar  such  a creature,  comes  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Naturalist,  or  the  Anatomist.  Yet,  as  by  royal  predi- 
lection, and  selection,  you  appear  to  have  been  nominated 
The  VI  id  as  of  the  quadruped  race,  it  cannot  be  an  over- 
strained compliment,  to  imagine  you  a competent  judge  of 
all  that  relates  to  the  properties  of  the  biped  creation 

Some  short  time  since,  a gentleman,  of  admitted  talents 
and  literary  industry,  applied  to  a person,  standing  high  in 
public  character,  and  reputation  (as  even  you,  exalted  Sir, 
may  do  at  this  moment),  to  render  him  a pecuniary  assist- 
ance, which,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case, 
he  flattered  himself  his  name-sake,  rich  in  fortune  and 
great  in  honours,  might  be  induced  to  extend,  and  parti- 
cularly as  he  had  often  before  expressed  his  high  opinion 
of  the  poor  gentleman’s  merits.  The  application  was  in  the 
following  words,  viz. 

“Sir,  P.  P.  7th  Sept.  1818. 

“ I certainly  have  no  right  to  ask  you  a favor,  but 
“ there  sometimes  are  circumstances,  in  which  the  necessity 
“ of  the  case,  impels  a person  to  solicit,  what,  at  another 
“ time,  he  could  not  readily  be  induced  to  mention  ; I there- 
“ fore  hope  you  will,  in  the  present  instance,  attribute  the 


• The  Newspapers  have  asserted  that  two  of  the  four  Dogs 
brought  to  England  from  the  Island  newly-discovered  by  the  Arctic 

Voyagers,  have  been  given  to  Sir  J B ; the  other  two  having 

been  humanely  ordered  to  be  destroyed  for  anatomical  purposes. 
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“ liberty  taken,  to  that  cause,  and  excuse  the  presumption 
“ of  it. 

“ H uving,  for  sometime  past,  been  much  disappointed 
“ in  the  emoluments  l expected  to  derive  from  my  literary 
“ labors,  and  having,  in  addition,  experienced  several 
“ severe  losses  in  other  quarters,  to  which  has  been  super- 

“ added  the  death  of  Mrs.  II last  year,  whereby  L became 

“ deprived  of  a certain  income,  which  terminated  with  her, 

I am  now  placed  in  a state  of  embarrassment  peculiarly 
“ afflicting  to  me — to  relieve  me,  and  enable  me  to  pursue  a 
“ line  of  life  which  may  become  at  once  profitable  and 
“ honorable,  l want  the  sum  of  £500;  — to  crave  your 
“ liberality  to  advance  me  this  sum,  I am  conscious  is  a 
“ point  of  nice  delicacy.  But,  1 beg  to  be  understood,  that 
“ 1 do  not  ask  it  as  a gift,  but  as  a loan  ; to  be  repaid  with 
“ interest  at  a stipulated  period,  and  intermediately  secured 
“ by  my  bond;  and  also  the  assignment  of  an  indenture  of 
“ agreement  which  l have  with  a gentleman,  for  the  sum  of 
“ £10,000,  to  be  paid  me  within  three  months  after  he  shall 
“ attain  the  possession  of  a noble  title  and  fortune,  for  which 
‘c  he  is  now  applying,  and  for  which  1 was  the  first  to  eluci- 
“ date  his  legal  pretensions. 

“ It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  enumerate  every  unlucky 
“ circumstance  contributing  to  my  difficulties,  either  as 
“ creating,  or  augmenting  them;  yet  there  are  afew  minutiai, 
“ which,  as  relating  to  family  matter,  1 flatter  myself,  you, 
“ in  candour  will  allow  me  to  represent. 

“ A long  time  previous  to  the  death  of  Captain  F. 

“ B , of  the  R.  N.  he  was  under  great  pressure  for  the 

“ payment  of  his  debts,  and  my  father  was,  in  every 
“ instance,  almost  his  chief  friend.  He  assisted  him  from 
“ his  own  purse,  and  was  security  for  him  on  other  occa- 
“ sions. 

“ By  the  death  of  your  uncles,  Collingwood  and  George 

‘f  B , the  captain  became  intitled  to  some  little  remnant 

« of  property,  and  their  shares  in  the  Overton  lead  mines. 

Whatever  estate  Captain  F.  B had,  he  meant  for  me, 

“ and  made  his  will  (just  before  he  sailed  on  his  last  service 
« to  America),  and  thereby  gave  me  the  whole  of  what  he 
“ had  to  leave ; but  the  severe  stroke  he  received  in  being 
“ arrested  at  Portsmouth,  on  account  of  bis  nephew-in-law. 


A MEMOIR. 


7 


“ Mr.  Williams,  on  the  eve  of  his  sailing,  so  preyed  upon 
“ his  mind,  that  he  died  of  a broken  heart  at  Rhode  Island. 
“ That  event,  while  it  left  my  father  under  heavy  engage- 
“ nients,  to  pay,  both  for  him,  and  Mr.  Williams,  deprived 
“ our  family  of  all  the  benefit  of  the  will  he  had  made, 
“ which  was  destroyed  by  bis  sister,  Mrs.  Brown,  in  order 
“ to  take  possession  of  his  effects,  to  indemnify  herself,  at 
“ the  expence  of  my  father  and  of  me  ; for  thus  we  not  only 

“ were  deprived  of  what  Capt.  B had  to  leave,  but  our 

“ own  separate  estate,  had  to  suffer  most  materially.  I by 
“ no  means  like  to  assert  what  1 cannot  prove  ; and  as  such, 
“ I beg  leave  to  inclose  you  the  copies  of  some  letters  I have 

“ of  Capt.  B to  my  father,  which  will  evince  the  truth 

“ of  my  recitement. 

“ The  accession  of  Miss  Paulet  to  the  Bolton  Estates, 

“ was  always  anticipated  by  Capt.  B- as  a crisis  when 

“ his  Niece  would  have  it  in  her  power  to  relieve  him, 
“ and  repay  my  father.  Death,  on  his  part,  preceded  her 
“ possession  of  that  great  property,  and  the  want  of  honor 
“ on  her  part,  when  she  did  inherit,  prevented  the  fulfilment 
“ of  her,  and  her  Mother’s  promise  to  indemnify  my  father, 
“ and  provide  for  me.  I am  aware,  Sir,  that  this  narrative 
“ gives  me  no  claim  upon  you  It  is  only  the  feeling 
“ you  may  entertain  for  one  in  adversity  (more  occasioned 
“ by  others,  than  brought  on  by  himself)  which  I may  ven- 
“ ture  to  appreciate,  as  likely  to  induce  you  to  extend  a 
“ friendly  hand  to  my  assistance. 

“ 1 will  merely  add,  that  should  you  be  disposed  to 
“ grant  my  request,  you  will  serve  me  essentially,  and 
“ promote  my  future  welfare  ; for  which  I shall  entertain 
“ the  deepest  sense  of  gratitude,  and  obligation  ; if  on  the 
“ contrary,  I trust  you  will  pardon  my  application,  and  con- 
“ sign  this  letter  to  the  fire,  that  it  may  not  at  another  time 
“ appear  against  me,  as  a memento  of  my  imbecility  in  a 
“ moment  of  trouble. 

“ I have  the  honor  to  remain, 

11  Sib, 

“ Your’s,  &c. 
“ T.C.  B.” 
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This  Letter  was  very  speedily  answered  as  follows,  viz. 

“ Sir,  S.  Sq.  Sept.  9th,  1818. 

“ I could  have  no  possible  objection  to  accommodate 
“ you  with  the  sum  you  are  in  want  of,  as  I have  never 
“ doubted  your  being  a man  of  honour  and  integrity,  was 
“ it  convenient  for  me  at  this  present  time  to  disburse  the 
“ money,  but  that  is  not  the  case.  Like  other  persons  who 
“ live  upon  a fixed  income,  and  having  no  inducement  to 
“ save  money,  measure  their  expences  as  near  as  they  can 
“ by  the  extent  of  their  means  of  defraying  them,  I felt  ra- 
“ tiler  severely  the  depreciation  which  the  price  of  all  the 
“ produce  of  the  land  experienced  on  the  return  of  peace, 
“ and  I have  not  yet  repaired  the  injury  my  finances 
“ received  by  the  temporary  reduction  of  my  income  below 
“ my  expenditure. 

“ Thus  circumstanced,  Sir,  I conclude  you  will  not 
“ think  me  wrong  in  declining  to  furnish  you  with  the  sum 
“ you  stand  in  need  of.  I wish  you  better  success  in  other 
*£  applications  ; which,  among  your  friends  and  those  who 
“ have  profited  by  your  learning  and  ability,  is  more  pro- 
“ bable  than  from  those  who,  like  myself,  know  you  only 
“ by  the  merit  of  your  literary  labours. 

“ I am,  Sir, 

“ Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

“ J.  B.” 

Thus,  Sir,  you  have  before  you,  the  poor  man’s  petition 
and  the  great  man’s  specious  answer;  on  which,  I think,  I 
see  your  generous  temper  all  alive,  and  ready,  as  it  were, 
had  the  case  been  your  own,  to  have  expressed  yourself, 
“ This  cannot  be;  what!  though  1 know'  this  reptile  only  by 
“ the  merits  of  his  literary  labors,  and  have  never 
“ doubted  him  to  be  a man  of  honor  and  integrity ” — 
“ he  surely,  in  the  very  bearing  of  my  name,  has  some,  if  not 
“ greater  recommendation  to  the,  than  Mungo  Park.”  I 
am  positive,  I see  you  in  the  very  act  of  signing  a draft  on 
your  banker,  and  even  inconveniencing  yourself,  to  relieve 
the  distressed  ! ! ! 

Not  so,  the  great  man.  lie,  you  perceive,  first  stated 
personal  good  opinion,  qualified  his  regret  by  representing 
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his  own  financial  deficiency  ; hoped  the  excuse  would  be 
satisfactory,  and,  lastly,  in  the  exuberance  of  his  anxiety  to 
apologise,  for  declining  to  do  a generous  action,  asserted 
boldly  a perfect  ignorance  of  the  party,  otherwise  than  by 
the  merit  of  his  literary  labors  ; and  neatly  intimated,  this 
qualification  might  probably  have  more  success  with 
others,  for  it  had  no  weight  of  recommendation  with  him. 

But  here  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inquire  what  were  the 
contents  of  those  letters,  which  the  poor  man’s  petition 
noticed,  and  referred  to,  by  whom  and  to  whom  were  they 
written  ; and  whether  either  of  those  persons  stood  in  any 
degree  of  relationship  to  the  great  gentleman  in  question  ? 

The  letters  were  from  Captain  F.  B to  his  kinsman, 

Mr.  T.  B (who  then  happened  to  be  much  richer  than 

his  cousin),  and  the  said  Captain  F.  B was  second 

cousin  to  the  great  gentleman,  and  had  the  said  captain 
been  now  living,  he  would  have  been  heir  male  presumptive 
to  the  great  gentleman ; and  provided  no  recovery  should 
have  been  suffered,  he  would  also,  at  this  moment,  have 
stood  in  the  character  not  only  of  heir  male  general , but  of 
heir  male  of  entail  named  in,  and  under  the  will  of  the  great 
gentleman’s  great  grandfather,  which  was  made  in  17  27,  and 
afterwards  confirmed  by  act  of  parliament  ; so  that  in  the 
said  capacity,  he  would  have  had  a priority  of  inheritance  to 
Earl  Stanhope,  or  Sir  Henry  Hawley.  The  contents  of  the 
Letters  were  as  hereafter,  viz. 

LETTER  I. 

“ My  Dear  Sir,  Portsmouth,  April  13th,  1770. 

“ I w'as  in  great  hopes  to  have  heard  from  you  long 
“ before  this,  about  what  we  w'ere  talking  of,  arid  if  any 
“ thing  can  be  done,  and  it  must  be  soon,  as  I expect  to 
“ sail  every  hour,  and  in  case  that  event  takes  place,  iT  1 
“ may  draw  upon  you  for  £70  or  upwards,  but  don’t  put 
“ yourself  to  the  least  inconvenience.  I hope  you  call  in 
11  Mount-street  sometimes.  My  good  wishes  attend  your 
“ good  lady  and  little  boy,  and  believe  me, 

“ Your  affectionate  kinsman, 

“ F.  B. 

“ P S.  Excuse  my  scrawl ; if  it  should  be  inconvenient 
“ to  let  me  have  the  money,  will  send  you  my  note.  My 
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deai-  Mr.  B.  let  me  have  your  answer  by  return  of  post, 
as  1 have  had  a rude  letter  or  two  from  town,  which  hurt 
my  delicacy  much.  Once  more,  adieu  ! and  believe  me 

“Your’s,  F.  B.” 


LETTER  II. 


“ Portsmouth,  8th  May,  1778. 

“ My  Dear  Sir, 

1 received  your  friendly  letter,  for  which  accept  my 
most  sincere  thanks,  and  hope  to  convince  you  how 
“ much  1 think  myself  obliged  to  you.  I have  taken  th« 
“ liberty  to  draw  on  you  for  the  money  you  are  so  good  as 
“ to  give  me  leave  for,  two  months  after  date— ray  best 
“ good  wishes  attend  your  good  lady  and  little  boy,  and 
“ believe  me,  truly, 


“ Your  affectionate  kinsman, 


u To  T.  B.  Esq. 

“ Green-Street,  Grosvenor- Square, 
“ London.” 


“ F.  13.” 


LETTER  III. 

“ Niger,  Cadiz,  July  7th,  1770. 

“ My  Dear  Mr.  B. 

“ I received  your  very  obliging  letter,  which  I should 
u have  answered  by  return  of  post,  but  have  been  extremely 
11  ill.  Be  assured  Mr.  B.  your  behaviour  to  me  has  been 
“ such,  I shall  never  forget,  and  hope  to  convince  you  in  the 
cc  end  you  will  not  repent  it ; for  / have  no  relations  that 
“ I regard ; nay,  indeed,  you  and  your  family  are  the 
“ only  people  I shall  ever  pay  any  attention  to — 1 have  only 
u about  £ 100  more  that  1 want  to  pay,  and  could  you 
“ accomplish  that,  you  would  make  me  quite  easy.  I am 
“ glad  to  hear  you  are  going  to  inoculate  your  dear  little 
“ boy  ; tell  Mrs.  B.  from  me,  I could  have  scolded  her 
“ several  times  it  was  not  done  before.  I have  taken  care 
“ to  settle  my  affairs,  so  that  if  any  accident  should  happen 
“ to  me,  you  are  secure,  any  money  you  have  advanced,  or 
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“ may  advance.  Let  me  hear  from  you  frequently.  My 
“ love  to  Mrs.  B.  and  the  dear  boy,  and  believe  me  truly, 

“ Your  affectionate  kinsman, 

“ToT.  B.  Esq.  F.  B.” 

“ Green-Street, 

“ Grosvenor-Square, 

“ London.” 

These  Letters  strongly  show,  that  the  great  gentleman’s 
near  relative  was  under  no  small  obligations  to  his  kinsman, 
and  deeply  felt  a sense  of  gratitude  for  the  favors  be  had 
received  ; they  also  point  out,  that  had  he  lived  to  have 
succeeded  to  the  great  gentleman’s  large  landed  estates,  he 
would  most  probably  have  given  them,  at  a future  day,  to 
that  kinsman’s  son,  who  has  now  been  so  contumeliously 
rejected  notice.  But  11  the  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift. 
“ nor  the  battle  to  the  strong .”  This  excellent  officer,  who 
on  various  occasions  had  served  abroad  with  honor  to  his 
country,  and  to  himself,  died  in  1777,  leaving  the  grandee 
of  his  family  still  to  vegetate  upon  earth,  and  be  deemed 
in  the  opinion  of  all,  excepting  his  parasites,  a JSabob  of 
littleness,  emptiness,  and  insignificance. 

And  here  again,  methinks  I behold  you  raising  your 
amiable  voice,  and  pronouncing  an  anathema  against  the 
rigidity  of  the  Grandee’s  heart,  repeating  “ he  surely  never 
“ read  those  letters;  or  he  would  not  understand  their 
“ sense  ; ah ! how  happy  should  / have  been  had  such  an 
“ appeal  been  made  to  me  ! ! !”— True  liberality  consists  in 
private  acts  of  munificence,  and  a good  opportunity  to  confer 
them. 

Unfortunate  indeed,  was  the  poor  Petitioner,  that  you 
were  not  the  person  to  whom  he  had  to  open  his  oppressed 
mind  : but  1 can  assure  you  the  Grandee  did  peruse  those 

letters,  and  he  kept  the  copies  sent  him, — he  only  returned 
a printed  paper,  which  stated  rather  particularly  one  mis- 
fortune, by  which,  from  a connection  with  his  family,  the 
poor  Man  s father  and  himself  had  lost  no  inconsiderable 
sum  of  money  : — the  paper  was  to  this  effect,  viz- 

Absconded  from  his  Bail. 

“ (Mjereas  John  Williams  late  of  W impole-Street 
“ Cavendish-Square,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  Esq! 
“ hath  absconded  from  his  Bail,  by  means  whereof  his  said 
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(liately  on  his  being  in  custody  of  his  Bail  aforesaid.” 


“ I he  said  John  Williams  is  a tall,  thin,  genteel 
“ man,  about  5 feet  10  inches  high,  of  a pale  blackish  com- 
“ plection,  wears  his  own  hair  clubed  ; was  born  at  Nevis, 
“ in  the  West  Indies,  went  to  School  at  Eton,  talks 
“ quick,  hath  grey  eyes,  is  about  40  years  of  age ; and  on 
“ Midsummer  day  i774  stood  a Candidate  with  George 
££  Grieve,  Esq.  for  Sheriff  of  London  and  Middlesex,  at 
££  Guildhall,  in  opposition  to  Messrs.  Plomer  and  Hart, 
££  who  were  chosen. — On  Thursday,  the  13th  October, 
“ 1774  also  stood  a Candidate  in  the  present  Parliament 
££  for  Poole,  in  Dorsetshire. — Also  was  formerly  Member 
££  for  the  Borough  of  Saltash,  but  turned  out  on  tbe  Pe- 
££  tition  of  the  late  Mr.  Bradshaw; — had  a House  at  Cran- 
££  bourn  Lodge,  near  Poole,  in  Dorsetshire,  and  married 
££  the  Daughter  of  a Mrs.  Browne , who  lives  in  Portmau- 
££  Square,  where  Mrs.  Williams  resides  with  her  Mother, 
££  who  solemnly  promised  to  indemnify  the  Bail,  but  now 
££  refuses  to  exonerate  them.” 

That  this  paper  should  be  returned,  seems  to  have 
arisen  from  a point  of  delicate  sensibility;  for  it  happened 
to  mention  the  name  of  a Mrs.  Browne,  who  was  a near 
relation  of  the  said  Grandee,  and  had  the  honor  of  being 
to  Charles  Duke  of  Bolton,  what  a certain  fat  and  fair 
^ Lady,  was  to  Prince  Adonis  of  the  happy  Island^  ^ ) 

There  might  indeed  be  another,  and  a stronger  motive 
for  not  wishing  to  retain  the  memento  of  the  poor  Man’s  mis- 
fortune, for  it  broadly  asserted,  that  Mrs.  Browne  had 
made  a solemn  promise,  which  she  refused  to  perlorm. 


££  JAMES  ARMSTRONG, 

“ Officer  to  the  Sheriff"  of  Middlesex.” 


££  Carey- StVeet, 


££  2nd  March,  177(5. 
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This  was  a species  of  equivocation  ; it  was  a Veluti  in 
Speculum”  to  rouse  the  remiuiscense  of  the  great  Man,  that 
the  memory  of  mortals  was  t rail, — as  the  following  extracts 
from  two  of  his  own  letters  to  his  Vo  usin' a Kinsman  will 
demonstrate,  viz. 

LETTER  I. 

S.  Sq  January  28,  1811. 

“ S.  J.  B.  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  B.  and 
“ returns  the  Hook , he  was  so  good  as  to  send  to  8.  J. 
“ with  thanks  for  the  sight  of  it.  8.  J.  would  certainly 
“ have  purchased  it , had  he  been  in  the  habit  of  studying 
i(  or  collecting  such  books  ; as  8.  J.’s  literary  views  are 
ll  confined  in  a very  different  channel,  S.  J.  trusts  Mr.  B. 
((  will  not  consider  the  return  of  the  Book,  as  owing  to  any 
‘‘  unfavorable  opinion  of  its  merits.  8.  J.  is  fully  satis- 
‘‘  fied  that  it  must  prove  important  to  the  Collectors  of 
“ Dugdale’s  Works,  and  very  useful  to  a variety  of  des- 
“ criptions  of  People.  8.  J.  will  be  thankful  for  a line  to 
“ explain  to  him  the  meaning  of  the  Words  “ consimilia 
“ of  Names ” in  the  very  ancient  writ  of  Summons  which 
“ Mr.  B.  has  discovered. ” 

LETTER  II. 

“ Sir,  “ R.  Abbey,  10th  October,  1814. 

“ I am  sorry  to  learn  from  your  letter  to  me,  that  you 
“ complain  of  the  want  of  public  patronage  ; — 1 cannot 
“ assign  any  just  cause  for  it,  as  in  my  judgment  your 
“ works  are  deserving  of  public  praise  : — I have,  I trust 
“ provided  myself  with  every  thing  you  have  published. — 
“ 1 have  frequent  occasions  to  refer  to  them,  and  it  is 
“ seldom  indeed,  that  I fail  to  obtain  a satisfactory  solu- 
“ tion  of  the  doubt  which  caused  the  inquiry  : such  books 
“ the  public  ought  to  patronise,  as  the  continual  advan- 
“ tages  they  derive  from  referring  their  doubts,  to  their 
“ solutions,  is  far  greater  than  the  temporary  advantage 
“ derived  by  the  Author,  as  a reward  for  his  labor  in  com- 
“ piling  them. ” 


“ I am,  Sir, 

Your’s  &c. 


J.  B. 
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O arch- Hypocrite  ! can  you  here  have  the  effrontery 
to  say,  you  have  provided  yourself  with  every  thing  the 
Author  had  published,  when  in  a former  letter  you  had 
rejected  one  of  his  books,  because  your  literary  views  were 
confined  to  a different  channel '? — With  what  face  of  trutli 
can  you  here  pretend  to  say,  you  have  frequent  occasion* 
to  refer  to  them , when  you  before  stated,  their  subjects  to 
be  contrary  to  your  studies  : — pardon  me,  great  Patron  of 
the  liberal  Arts , 1 had  almost  thought  I had  been  address- 
ing myself  to  you  ; but  my  shallow  memory  has  by  a proper 
impulse,  been  drawn  back  to  the  writer  of  the  letters  in 
question. 

Now  Sir,  when  you  shall  have  perused  those  letters, 
with  all  the  patience  and  acuteness  of  observation,  which 
you  are  represented  to  possess  ; I think  you  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  astonished,  that  a man  sustaining  a public 
character,  should  be  at  once,  so  mean,  so  false,  and  so 
insincere. 

What  does  the  answer  to  the  poor  Man’s  petition 
state  ? — forsooth,  it  generously  says — “ I wish  you  better 
“ suceess  among  your  friends,  and  those  who  have  pro- 
“ fited  by  your  learning  and  abilities — So  the  answer 
admits  the  writer  not  to  have  been  a friend,  nor  to  have 
profited,  by  the  information  contained  in  those  very  works, 
where  his  doubts  had  so  frequently  met  their  solution , and 
which  he  thought  the  public  ought  to  patronize,  though  he 
for  one,  felt  no  inclination  to  go  further  than  the  patron- 
ization  of  words. 

For  my  own  part,  I cannot  help  viewing  the  party  in 
question,  as  a Phenomenon,  which  from  the  contradiction 
of  its  component  parts,  seems  deserving  the  attention  of  the 
Naturalist,  the  Anatomist,  and  the  curious  in  general.  So 
far  as  the  parent  blood  may  be  considered  to  have  any  effect 
upon  the  system  of  deferred  generation,  I think  I can  in 
some  degree  account  for  the  baseness  ol  nature  being  so 
prominent,  and  vouch  that  it  has  not  undergone  any  change 
as  derived  from  its  ancestry — moreover,  that  there  is  no 
doubt  of  being  the  legitimate  offspring  of  his  family,  on  one 
of  whom  the  following  amiabilities  were  set  forth  in  an 
Epitaph  expressly  written,  to  be  engraven  on  his  tom  , v ll- 
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A Monster  in  a state  of  vice  grown  old, 

Leaves  to  his  gap’ing  heir,  liis  ill-gain’d  gold; 

Strait  breathes  his  bust,  strait  are  his  virtues  shown, 
Their  date  commencing  with  the  sculptur’d  stone. 

If  on  the  specious  marble  we  rely, 

Pity  that  worth  like  his  sliou’d  ever  die  ; 

If  credit  to  his  real  life,  we  give, 

Pity  a Wretch  like  him,  shou’d  ever  live. 


And  with  regard  to  himself,  the  story  is  not  less  true, 
though  little  known,  that  previous  to  his  outlandish  peregri- 
nations, he  promised  to  marry  a Lady  of  great  respectability, 
and  as  a pledge  of  his  HONOR , entered  into  a written 
engagement,  under  a penalty,  to  perform  his  contract  upon 
his  return  home : — but  when  that  event  took  place,  he 
sought  an  excuse  to  evade  the  performance  of  his  promise, 
and  having  obtained  an  interview  with  the  Lady  in  question, 
he  got  the  obligatory  instrument  into  his  possession,  and 
instantly  uestroyed  it.  ! ! ! 


Cftuituu.  Printer*  Blrcfcm  Lane,  Corning  7 


